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One Second 
on Screen

L et’s put on formal wear and go to 

the movie audition!” My friend’s  

invitation to use my talent for some- 

thing other than ministry was tempting. 

But then questions flooded my mind. 

Will I be asked to dance? Or hold an alco-

holic drink? How do I know the plot of the 

movie doesn’t go against my Christian 

standards? 

I remembered meeting someone who 

worked in Hollywood. He had been too 

ashamed to tell me what movies he had 

acted in. I didn’t want to do something 

that I would later be reluctant to talk 

about.

God, You gave me this talent for acting, 

I prayed. The only safe thing I know to do 

is to use it only for You. I didn’t go to the 

audition.

The formal wear scene wound up 

being a brief unimportant moment in a 

movie that gave people a laugh before it 

was quickly forgotten about. 

I have no doubt the eternal impact of 

my choice is of greater value than the one 

second I sacrificed being on the screen.
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Storms Rebus
By  Melissa Yeagle

Answers on p. 27

Do you like thunderstorms? Some people find the crashing of thunder relaxing. Others find it scary. My dog often hides 
under the bed during a thunderstorm. When I have time, I like to sit on my roofed front porch and watch the storm. I find 
watching the bolts of lightning strikes relaxing. 

In Luke 8:22-25 Jesus was relaxed and feeling safe in the boat. The storm came out of nowhere. Jesus trusted that His 
Father would help them through the storm, but the disciples were panicking.

In this life it is natural for storms to come. When we face the storms of life, we can trust in God to see us through, or 
we can panic, as the disciples did. Below are some word pictures that depict some storms of life that we may face. Can 
you figure out what they are?

A.

C.

B.

D.

HOSFRIENDPITAL

feeling    out

not feeling

the weather
your dad
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T he thunder boomed 
so loudly that 
Melissa jumped 

   and let out a scream. She 
looked out the living 
room window and saw 
the raindrops bouncing 
in the street’s puddles. 
She hoped to see a car, 
but there was nothing 
on the road besides the 
mud puddles. Just then 
the sky lit up with a bolt 
of lightning, followed by 
another loud boom of 
thunder.

Well, I definitely cannot 
walk to church! Melissa 
thought as she walked 
away from the window. 
Last week Mrs. V had 

agreed to take her to the 
pizza party at church be-

cause Melissa’s mom would 
be at work, but Mrs. V was 

already a half hour late. A tear 

MISSING OUT
It was Mrs. V’s 
fault that Melissa 
missed the party.

By Melissa Yeagle
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MISSING OUT
ran down Melissa’s cheek as she 
now came to the realization that 
she would miss the party.

T he next time Melissa saw 
Mrs. V at church, she was 
still upset. “I’m so sorry 

I didn’t pick you up for the pizza 
party,” Mrs. V said as she went 
to give Melissa a hug. “I totally 
forgot about it.” 

Melissa shrugged away from 
the hug and walked away with a 
scowl on her face.

When Mom joined her in the 
car, Melissa was still scowling, 
and her arms were firmly cross-
ed against her chest. “Don’t you 
think that was a little harsh the 
way you treated Mrs. V? After all, 
she did apologize to you,” Mom 
said as she put the keys in the 
ignition.

“Mom, she hurt me when she 
didn’t show up!” Melissa said. 

“ Well, who will take you 
to the church when I have to 
work again and there’s another 
church event?” Mom asked as 
she glanced at Melissa before 
putting the car in gear.

“Not Mrs. V,” Melissa said 
quickly and bluntly.

“So you would rather miss 
out on a church activity than 

forgive her? I 
know you’re mad 
at Mrs. V, but 
which one do 
you think your 
unforgiveness 

is going to hurt: you or Mrs. V?” 
Mom asked. They were stopped 
at a stoplight, so Mom looked 
into Melissa’s eyes as she spoke. 

Melissa knew her mom had 
a point, and when Mom looked 
at her, it was almost as if she 
were looking into Melissa’s soul. 
That made Melissa squirm in 
her seat. She wasn’t sure how 
to respond, so she didn’t. They 
spent the rest of the car ride in 
silence.

When they got home, Melissa 
handed Mom a permission slip 
for the field trip her youth group 
was going on the next weekend.

Mom took the slip and looked 
at it and then looked at her work 
schedule. “ Well, you can go, but 
you will have to find a ride there 
because I have to work,” Mom 
said as she handed back the 
signed permission slip.

After Melissa sat at the kitchen 
table a while staring at the signed 
permission slip, she knew what 
she needed to do.

“Mom, can I borrow your 
phone? I need to call Mrs. V and 
make things right,” Melissa 
said.

Smiling, Mom handed Melissa 
the phone. 



It can be easy to think we’d die for someone else—until we come face to 
face with that possibility! But Jesus went through with it: He died for you.

“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

When the first humans made their 
wrong choices in the Garden of Eden, 
it opened the door for sin and Satan 
to mess up our lives. The tragic reality 
is that now we’re all born sinners. No, 
it’s not “fair,” just as someone being 
diagnosed with cancer or inheriting a 
mental illness gene isn’t fair. But just 
like physical illness, spiritual illness 
runs in the family—the human family. 
Don’t despair, though, because here’s 
some really good news:

“For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ all shall be made alive” 
(1 Corinthians 15:22).

In other words, Jesus stepped in 
to make things right again! He came 
as a baby, lived as a human, died for 
our sins, and rose from the grave. Talk 
about a heroic victory!

Does this mean you’ll never have 
problems? 

God the Son
Adventist Belief 4: 

By Randy Fishell

Jesus became human to save us so that through Him we can begin again. 

Uh, not so much.
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 “The more we think about Christ’s be-
coming a babe here on earth, the more 
wonderful it appears. . . . Though higher 
than any of the angels, though as great 
as the Father on the throne of heaven, He 
became one with us” (Ellen White, in The 
Youth’s Instructor, November 21, 1895). 

Answers on p. 27

Answer on p. 27

Reality Check 1:

Reality Check 2:

“In this world you will have 
trouble” (John 16:33, NIV).

Thankfully, the verse doesn’t end there!

“But take heart! I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33, NIV).

When Jesus came and lived a sin-free 
human life, He did it in your place. 

Dying on the cross meant He did 
what you couldn’t do: live a life that 
proved to the universe that God’s 
requirements were fair. 

Now you can rest in Jesus’ sacrifice 
and thank Him by freely choosing to 
follow Him.

Mission 
to the 

Blue 
Planet

Special Delivery
Unscramble each word in the list and place it on the line 

where it belongs to complete this Bible verse that foretold 
where Jesus would be born 700 years before it happened! 

Jesus 
and Kids

“Jesus was ever a 
lover of children. . . . 
The grateful praise 
from their pure lips 
was music in His 
ears” (The Desire of 
Ages, p. 511).

Quick 
Quiz

“Incarnation” means 
(A)  An indigo-colored flower
(B)  Jesus being born as a human baby
(C)  A country that’s really into automobiles
(D)  Jesus’ death on Calvary

“But you, ________ Ephrathah, 
Though you are ________ among the thousands of Judah,

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me
The One to be ________ in Israel,
Whose goings forth are from of old,

From ________.”

Word list
TILELT   LURER   RVITGELESAN   THEHEMLEB
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Time to wake up, Jimmy.”* It was still dark outside, but Jimmy 
didn’t have to be told twice to get up. Today he was going to 
summer camp!

Jimmy lived in a big city, and going for a week in the high moun-
tains among the tall evergreen trees with crystal-clear streams was 
a big deal.

As the boys boarded the school bus for the all-day ride to camp, 
Jimmy and his two friends made sure that they sat next to each 
other. The bus driver, who was a young pastor, had a prayer for a 
safe journey, and then with many waves and goodbyes, they were on 
their way.

As the yellow school bus moved along on the highway from one 
city to the next, Jimmy and his friends talked happily about the 
things they’d done since school had gotten out, about their favorite 
summer camp activities, and about what they might do the rest of 
the summer.

Summer Camp Summer Camp 
DETOURDETOUR Could anything muddy 

  up the campers’ 
  excitement?

By Rick Quast 1 Illustrated By Shane L . Johnson

___

*Names have been changed.



“I can’t wait to go swimming,” 
Harold exclaimed.

“I like hearing the stories at 
the evening campfire time,” 
commented Jimmy.

“Hiking in the woods among 
the huge evergreen trees is 
something I can’t wait to do,” 
Mel added.

The bus stopped in other 
towns for more boys, and before 
long the bus was filled with 48 
happy boys.

Around noon the driver 
pulled off the highway beside 
a little restaurant that looked 
like a giant orange; the driver 
had a prayer, and the boys took 
their lunches outside. Now the 
weather was sunny and hot, 
so before returning to the bus, 
Jimmy and his friends each 
bought a can of cold soda pop 
to drink. “This cold orange 
pop tastes so good right now.” 
Jimmy slowly sipped as he sat 
between his friends.

Then suddenly it happened! 
The bus swerved off the highway 
onto the soft shoulder, heading 
straight for a power pole.

“ Watch out!” Jimmy yelled. 
Back toward the highway the 
bus moved, missing another 
pole; but out of control now, it 
swerved back toward the road’s 
edge and hit the edge of a large 
concrete drainage culvert. 

Hitting the concrete caused 
the bus to fly up into the air. 

Jimmy tried as hard as he could 
to hang on to the bar on top of 
the seat ahead of him, but as 
the bus twisted to the left side, 
the force was too great. Jimmy’s 
chest was crushed against that 
bar. Everything went dark.

The bus landed on its left 
side in the ditch between the 
highway and the railroad tracks. 
Heavy dust filled the air. 

All was very quiet as Jimmy 
awakened. It was difficult to 
breathe. He lay in the broken 
glass of their window. He couldn’t 
move his legs, and the smell of 
dust was mixed with the smell 
of orange pop soaked into his 
shirt. 

“Get off my legs!” As Jimmy 
said it, one of his friends was 
able to move off his legs. Jimmy 
rose to his feet and stood on 
the broken window. The center 
aisle of the bus was above him. 

A turtle can’t crawl out of its 
shell, just as we can’t crawl out 
of our own skeletons. In fact, 
the shell is actually part of a 
turtle’s skeleton and includes 
the spine and rib cage.    
—businessinsider.com

Find the above animal emoji hidden 
somewhere in this magazine.

A Turtle’s 
“Home”? 
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One boy cried, “Mommy!” as he 
bled from a head injury. Others 
were calm, trying to help each 
other climb onto the sides of the 
seats and move toward the door, 
which was now up above them. 

Stepping carefully from the 
edge of one seat to the next, 
Jimmy reached the door. The 
driver helped him up to the 
opening. The ground was a long 
way down, but a man reached 
up to him and carefully eased 
Jimmy to the ground.

“ Where are my friends?” 
asked Jimmy as he tried to see 
them among the other boys and 
the strangers who had stopped 
to help. Jimmy took a breath in 
order to call out to them, but a 
sharp pain in his chest stopped 
him. Slowly he climbed up to 
the railroad tracks and over to 
the other side, where many of 
the boys were gathered. His 
friends were there.

“Are you OK?” Harold asked.
“My chest hurts.” Jimmy held 

the right side of his chest.
“My elbow hurts,” Mel said.
The sound of distant sirens 

became louder as they neared. 
One by one, six ambulances 
pulled off the highway. Police 

officers and firefighters worked 
the scene. Medical men and 
women questioned and checked 
on each of the boys.

“Do you hurt anywhere?” A 
paramedic questioned Jimmy.

“My chest hurts when I take a 
breath,” Jimmy responded.

The paramedic motioned to 
a couple men who brought a 
stretcher from the ambulance, 
and Jimmy was asked to lie 
down on it. The stretcher with 
Jimmy on it was carried over 
the railroad tracks and into the 
ambulance, and his friends and 
several of the other boys sat on 
the bench inside. 

With the siren wailing, the 
ambulance sped down the high-
way, and Jimmy stared out the 
window into the summer sky 
with the fear of another crash 
racing through his thoughts. 
The talking and laughter of the 
other boys helped distract his 
fears.

At the hospital Jimmy was 
wheeled in and moved onto 
another stretcher, where he lay 
for what seemed like hours, lis-
tening to the sounds of 47 other 
boys and the attending medical 
people. One boy was crying. 

Continued on p. 27

“Get off my legs!” 
Jimmy said.
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by Randy Fishell
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Wow, you don’t know very much 
about horses,” Celia said to her 
new friends Reena and Gabrielle. 

“But then, you didn’t grow up around them 
as I did,” she added.

The three girls were walking home after 
school. Celia hadn’t lived in the area for 
very long. Reena and Gabrielle had made a 
special effort to befriend her. The two girls 
loved hearing Celia talk about the horses 
she’d had growing up in the country. But 
this was the city, not exactly the perfect 
place for anyone to have their own horse.

“Celia, is it true that you should brush a 
horse often?” Reena asked.

Celia nodded her head. “Brushing a 
horse’s hair helps get rid of dead skin and 
dirt and stuff like that,” she explained. 
“Thankfully, most horses actually like to 
be brushed!”

Gabrielle sighed. “I sure wish I could 
get a horse,” she said longingly. “Maybe 
someday.” 

“I know what you mean,” said Reena. 
“Right now the best I can do is watch 
videos about them on the internet!”

“It does take a little time to really 
learn about horses,” Celia said. “But I can 

answer any questions you have.”
Gabrielle sighed. “Well, with all the 

homework Mr. Jackson gives us, I guess I 
probably wouldn’t have time to take care 
of a horse.”

“It’s really not that much work,” Celia 
informed her two new friends. “Of course, 
you need to make sure they have plenty of 
straw to eat and fresh hay for their bed-
ding. Oh, and you need to clean out their 
hooves a couple of times a year, too.”

The girls nodded as Celia went on to 
describe in detail some of the various 
horses she’d left behind. From what Reena 
and Gabrielle could tell, Celia’s favorite 
was a colorful horse named Lucy. “She was 
an Appaloosa,” Celia said. “Her spots made 
her look like someone had spilled paint on 
her!”

Celia’s house was first along the route, 
so the other girls told her goodbye. As 
Reena and Gabrielle kept walking, Reena 
made a comment that caught Gabrielle off 
guard. “I hate to say it, but I’m not so sure 
Celia had horses after all.” 

Why did Reena say this?

Reena 
Spots 
Trouble

Your detective training continues.  
Can you spot what is amiss in this scenario? 

Answer on p. 27



This kid’s never 
owned a horse!



By Nik Chavan, age 15

Baxter the Beast



Click, clack. The footsteps 
echoed. 

“Don’t move,” my 
brother cautioned. 

“ Why?” I asked. 
“Baxter,” he whispered. 
Memories of the snarling 
beast raced through my 

mind. The savage animal, 
my worst enemy. 

The room started 
to close in on me. I 
couldn’t take it. I had 

to do something. I 
had to run. 

Click, clack. 
The beast’s 
footsteps grew 
closer. 

I weighed my 
death-defying 
options. 

One: Smack 
the beast in the 
face with his 
toy and try to 

outrun him. 
Two: Try to 

fend off the savage 
animal and probably 

end up in his stomach. 
Three: Run upstairs 

and lock myself in the bath-
room. But I would eventually 
have to come out, wouldn’t I? 

Panic spread over my face. 
All the options stunk. I had to 
do something quickly. My heart 
rate sped up. My eyes frantically 
darted around the room for an-
other option. I looked back. The 
beast was running toward me. 

An escape caught my eye: the 
back door. I quickly asked God 
to forgive my sins, opened the 
back door, and ran. 

I prayed this trick would 
work. It always did in movies! 
I turned around to see the white 
back door I had just run through 
had been left opened ever so 
slightly. My eyes felt as if they 
had popped out of my sockets. 
The beast came out ready for a 
meal. His eyes swept the back-
yard. They stopped on me. I was 
doomed. 

Baxter the beast came run-
ning out as fast as a cheetah. 
He charged like a bull. He was a 
roaring lion. I was just a deer in 
headlights. I was stuck. My feet 
weren’t moving. I tried to lift 
them up. They wouldn’t budge. 

Baxter the Beast Would Nik 
be able to 
escape the 
ferocious 
bulldog?
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The beast was gaining on me. 
Soon I would be in his stomach. 

God help me, I thought. Where 
is God now? Can God even save 
me from this? Is He even listening? 

The beast was seven feet away. 
His mouth was open. Drops of 
saliva dripped from his chin. 

The beast was three feet away. 
I knew I had to do something. 
His huge teeth were about to 
bear down on me. 

The beast was one foot away. I 
could smell his bad breath. His 
eyes stared into mine, daring 
me to move. 

An idea struck me. 
I jumped over Baxter. He 

stopped where I was supposed 
to be. I knew enough football to 
know that was called a hurdle. I 
hit the ground running. 

But the beast wasn’t done. He 
tore across the grass faster than 
before. He was determined to 
eat me. 

In the excitement, I wasn’t 
watching where I was going. I 
almost slammed into the fence 
corner. Dead end. I was officially 
doomed. 

This time I was out of ideas. I 
had to face my fear: Baxter the 
English bulldog. I looked at my 
surroundings. Thorny bushes to 
the right. Spider infested plants 
to the left. 

Baxter took a few steps closer. 
I stood still. I didn’t move a 
muscle. He took a few more 

steps closer. He sniffed my 
hand. He opened his mouth and 
slobbered all over my hand. 

He turned around and happily 
bounded away. 

I stared in disbelief. Baxter 
didn’t eat me! 

David writes: “Even when I 
walk through the darkest valley, 
I will not be afraid, for you are 
close beside me” (Psalm 23:4, 
NLT).* That day I was in my 
darkest valley when Baxter was 
chasing me, and God was right 
beside me. He delivered me. 

Even in your scariest and 
darkest times, remember that 
God is close beside you. All you 
have to do is call out to Him.  

Baxter took 
a few steps 

closer.
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Guide’s Greatest  
Grace Stories   
Lori Peckham, editor

Ever heard anyone grumble “It’s not fair”? Imagine how 
it must have felt to be forgiven after burning down a house. 
Or to wreck your father’s Jeep, only to discover that he’s 
more worried about your hands than his Jeep. Or even to 
be a convict saved from the death penalty—because your 
brother volunteered to die for you. Yeah, even though it’s 
not fair, grace is pretty awesome!     ISBN 978-0-8280-2390-0



Too Nervous for 
Special Music

Nicole wondered how she could get out 
of her Sabbath morning commitment. 

By Savannah Lewis  
 Illustrated By S.britt



Oh, no! what have 
I gotten myself 
into now?” I 

asked myself. I always 
got myself into messes. 
This time I feared that 
there was no way out.

“ What’s the matter 
now, Nicole?” asked my 
brother, John.

“Oh, I’m so nervous! I 
have so many butterflies 
in my stomach that I feel 
as if I’m going to throw 
up!” I said, grimacing.

“Come on, it’s not that 
bad. I’ve done special 

music at church before, and I’m still here. Don’t worry; you’ll 
survive,” he assured.

“John, playing piano in front of people is a lot easier than 
singing and playing guitar! Singing and playing at the same time is a 
whole lot harder! I’m so nervous. How did I get myself into this mess?” I 
lamented.

“ Well, if you’re so afraid to do it, why did you volunteer last week?”
“I wasn’t scared then! Besides, I felt that it was the right thing to do.”
“If you say so. But you’d better hurry and finish getting ready. Dad said 

that we’re leaving in 20 minutes, and he said you shouldn’t make us late 
for church again.”

“All right, thanks. I’ll see you downstairs,” I answered sulkily.
Maybe if I pretend to be sick, I won’t have to do special music, I thought. 

So I lay down on my bed, hoping that maybe my family would forget me 
and leave for church.

Knock! Knock!
“ Who is it?” I called.
“It’s your father,” a voice replied.

“Come in!” I yelled, quickly sitting up on my bed.
Father opened the door and came in. He strode across the 

room and took a seat beside me on the bed. We sat there for 
a few minutes. Neither of us spoke. Then he looked 

into my brown eyes and broke the silence. “I see 

Too Nervous for 
Special Music
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that you aren’t ready for 
church yet.”

“No, Dad, I’m not feeling too 
well. I don’t think I can go.”

He paused for a moment, then 
speculated, “ You don’t want to do 
special music today, do you?”

I shook my head.
“ You promised the pastor you 

would do it,” he reminded me. 
“ You made a commitment, and 
you must stick by it.”

“Dad, I volunteered to do it 
earlier in the week, but now I 
don’t feel very confident. I don’t 
think I’m good enough to play 
in front of everyone. I feel all the 
butterflies in my stomach, and 
I wonder if I should go at all.” I 
sighed.

“I want to tell you a story, and 
hopefully it will help you with 
your decision and give you the 
confidence you need. There was 

once a wealthy man who 
went on a long journey. 
He was aware of the 
dangers of carrying 
large sums of money 
on such voyages, for 
thieves frequented the 
lonely, winding roads.

“Before he left, the man called 
his servants and entrusted his 
wealth and fortune to them. 

To Reginald he gave five talents. 
To Pierre he gave two talents and 
to Ruphus one talent. The wealthy 
man gave them the talents accord- 
ing to their abilities. Then he left 
for his journey, confident that 
they would all do their uttermost 
best.

“Reginald, who had been given 
the five talents, went into the 
business of accounting. Using 
his gift of mathematics, he made 
five more talents. Pierre, who had 
been given two talents, purchased 
a restaurant and, after the twenty- 
third try, succeeded in making his 
first batch of edible oatmeal. All 
the other batches were more like 
slime with lumps of oats. After he 
finally perfected the recipe, he 

Pierre 
purchased a 
restaurant.

20 | GUIDE | guidemagazine.org



was able to double his talents as 
well.

“Ruphus, doubtful of his own 
abilities and of his master’s fair-
ness, buried his one talent deep 
down in the ground.

“After a long time, the master 
returned and summoned the 
three servants. Reginald came 
forward and told of how the 
original five talents had grown to 
10 talents. Pierre came forward 
and presented his talents, which 
had grown from two to four; he 
told of his struggles and victories 
of making oatmeal. The master 
commended their efforts, for they 
had been faithful over little, and 
now they would rule over much—
which might mean a financial 
corporation for Reginald and a 
string of restaurants for Pierre.

“Ruphus came forward, and 
returned the one talent 
to his master. He said, 
‘I know that you are a 
strict and difficult man 
to please. I was afraid 
and went and hid the 
talent in the ground. 

Here, you can have it back.’
“The master replied, “If you 

wanted something to grow in the 
ground, you might have at least 
had the common sense to bury 
a seed instead of a talent! You 
could have invested my money in 
the stock market, and made me a 
profit.” The master took the one 
talent from Ruphus and gave it to 
Reginald,” said Dad.

“ Well, Dad, that was a great 
story, but . . . what does that have 
to do with my problem?” I asked.

“This story was based on a par-
able that Jesus told in the book of 
Matthew [see Matthew 25:14-30]. 
You see, Jesus was the wealthy 
man who went on a trip. You and 
I, and everyone on this earth are 
His servants. He has entrusted 
each one of us with a talent or a 
gift. Some people have the gift of 

Ruphus 
buried 
his one 
talent.



To learn more about how you can use your 
talents for Christ, turn to the Real-Time Faith 

Sabbath School lesson on pages 24-26.

mathematics like Reginald. While 
others have the gift of cooking 
and baking like Pierre. Yet still 
others have the gift of music like 
you. It’s up to you and me to use 
our gifts for God’s glory. We need 
to remember that God gave them 
to us, and He can take them away 
if we don’t use them.”

“Like Ruphus, right?” I asked. 
“He didn’t use his talent, and 
when the Master returned, it was 
taken away and given to another.” 

“That’s exactly right.”
“OK, I think I understand the 

point that you are trying to make. 
I should use my gift of music for 
the special music today.” 

Dad nodded.
“I agree that using my gift for 

God instead of hiding it is the 
best option. But that doesn’t help 
me feel less nervous.”

“ Well, would it help if I sing 
with you today?” asked Dad.

“Oh, yes!” I said. “ It would help 
a whole lot! Thank you so much, 
Dad. Not just for volunteering to 
sing with me today but also for 
the story. It makes me feel a lot 
more confident knowing that I’m 
using my gifts for God. I’ll try do 
my best.” 

“ Well, I’d better be heading 
downstairs to help put the food 
for potluck in the car. You hurry 
and get ready. We can’t have our 
singer and guitarist late, can we?”

“No, we can’t. I’ll be ready in a 
minute, Dad. Thanks!” 

By  Melissa Yeagle

Challenge yourself or others with looking up the list of verses below, finding the hidden 
colors in the verses, and then finding something near you that is that color. Can you complete the 
challenge in seven minutes? It’s best to use the New King James Version for this game.

Answers on p. 27

Bible Color Scavenger Hunt

1. Exodus 25:5 _________________________

2. Ecclesiastes 9:8________________________

3. Exodus 28:28 ________________________

4. Mark 15:17 _________________________

5. Exodus 25:31 ________________________

6. Mark 6:39 __________________________

7. Job 30:30 __________________________
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Ramp Up 
Your Game
There have been a million 
game-winning moments in 
sports. Robert Horry’s buzzer- 
beater in 2002 against the 
Kings. Doug Flutie’s Hail 
Mary football pass. Maya 
Moore leading her Huskies 
to an NCAA championship 
and a winning streak of 78-0! 
The list goes on.

Football, basketball, base-
ball, hockey, soccer, track— 
sports can be a lot of fun 
to follow. The big players, 
the underdogs, last-minute 
heroics, the power of team- 
work, and even losing—you 
can learn a lot from sports.

MAGAZINE

The Ultimate Game will coach you on how to 
live for Jesus, the One who always blows away 
the competition.



The Gifts That Build “The Way” 

REAL-TIME FAITH STORY
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Kimberly and her family attend the Seventh-day 
Adventist church, and they accept Jesus as their 
Savior. Kimberly’s desire is to pursue medical studies 

after high school and college graduation. When her church 
pastor learns of her future plans, he asks her to organize 
and facilitate a series of health presentations in their 
church. Kimberly accepts the challenge, and after some 
study and research, she holds a very instructive series of 
health presentations. Kimberly is content that she is able to 
use her gifts of teaching and promoting physical health.  

Bryan thinks that because he doesn’t have the gift of 
public speaking or singing, he doesn’t possess special gifts 
to share with the church. Yet he loves Jesus, and he readily 
shares Him with others. He is friendly with everyone, and a 
good number of people accept his invitation to attend Bible 
studies in his home. Bryan’s winsome, warm, and friendly 
personality allow him to share Jesus effectively.

Meghan is a young teenager who attends a small 
village church. In her community there is no one who can 
play the piano to accompany the congregational singing. 
Meghan has a strong desire to learn to play the piano so 
she could accompany the church congregation. One day a 
woman from a foreign country comes to Meghan’s church. 
After learning of Meghan’s dream, the visitor offers to pay 
for Meghan’s piano lessons. The young girl dedicates her-
self to practicing, and pretty soon she learns to accompany 
the hymns for the congregational singing. 

Michael is a quiet young person. He enjoys helping set 
up the electronic devices needed for the church services. 

Because of his knowledge and skill with technology, he is 
entrusted with more responsibility. Because Michael loves 
to work behind the scenes, he often volunteers to help in 
other ways wherever needed. He is an example of how 
God can use even quiet individuals. Every young person 
who is willing to use her or his God-given talents can make 
a difference for Jesus.

Daisy is a pleasant young woman who came to know 
Jesus as a teenager. She decides to use her summer break 
to go on a mission trip with the Share Him ministry. For 
three weeks she holds evangelistic meetings in a small 
village church. Many people respond to her calls and 
decide to commit their lives to Jesus through baptism. At 
the end of the mission trip, Daisy is a changed person. She 
returns home with a strong desire to live for Jesus, and her 
life takes on a whole new meaning. After she completes 
her college training, she decides to go overseas for one 
year and teach in an elementary school. Yet as the year 
draws to an end, Daisy decides to remain for another year. 
Her heart beats for Jesus and for His children, and that 
gives purpose to her life.

The New Testament church, before the members were 
called Christians, was called “the Way” (Acts 9:2; 19:23; 
24:14; 24:22). God gave spiritual gifts to the Way so that 
the Christians could spread the knowledge of Jesus and 
contribute to the growth of God’s kingdom. What are the  
gifts that God has given you? How are you using your  
spiritual gifts to build up God’s church and share His love  
with others?  



realtimefaith.net
March 6, 2021

Lesson study for Feb. 27-Mar. 5

E A R L I T E E N  S A B B A T H  S C H O O L  L E S S O N

LESSON 10: Spiritual Gifts

Real-Time Faith® is prepared by the Sabbath School Department of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists®.. 
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Devin feels that he isn’t very good at any one thing. Some of his friends can sing, or speak in public. Some are likable and friendly; everyone 
seems to contribute in some way. He just doesn’t feel as if he is needed or useful. As a result, he tends to be cynical about any service project or 
activity that meets the needs of people. How could you help him recognize his gifts? How would you and your friends find a way to integrate him into 
a service project? 

Some of the violinists in a German orchestra actually tried to sue the orchestra for a pay raise, claiming that they played more notes than the other 
members of the orchestra. The director of the orchestra argued that while it was an interesting legal discussion, from a musical point of view it was 
pretty clear to everyone that they had no case. 

Have you had a conversation with God about the gift/gifts He has given you?
It’s not a question of whether you received a gift God has empowered you with. Unlike the violinists mentioned earlier, everyone who becomes a 

part of the Way has the same value.
“The spiritual, mental, and physical ability, the influence, station, possessions, affections, sympathies, all are precious talents to be used in the 

cause of the Master for the salvation of souls for whom Christ died” (Ellen G. White, In Heavenly Places, p. 224).

God created each person with unique gifts and talents. He has given us spiritual gifts that He wants us to use as we help others learn about Him 
and prepare for His soon return. When we use our talents and work together, we bring honor and glory to God.

What are the talents God has given you? 
______________________________________________________________________________________

How can you use the talents God has given you to help others learn about Him? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________

March 20 is Global Youth Day, and Seventh-day Adventist young people around the world will participate in many different community service 
projects to help people in need. You too can participate on that day in a community service project with other young people from your church. The 
possibilities of how young people like you can contribute are endless. Think of ways you can contribute with the talents God has given you and jot 
down your ideas: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

Read 1 Corinthians 1:4-9.

Read 1 Peter 4:10, 11.

Read Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11-18. 

Memory Text: “Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:27, 28).

Our Beliefs, no. 17, Spiritual Gifts and Ministries: “God bestows upon all members of His church in every age spiritual gifts that each 
member is to employ in loving ministry for the common good of the church and of humanity.”

Read Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pp. 81-83.

SABBATH Read this week’s Real-Time Faith story on p. 24.
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“God has appointed these in the church” _________________
“he must have a good testimony” _________________
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear”  _________________
“joined and knit together” _________________
“distributing to each one individually” _________________
“when they had prayed, they laid hands on them” _________________
“Do not neglect the gift that is in you” _________________
“impart to you some spiritual gift” _________________

Review the memory text.
After the Exodus, God told Moses to build a sanctuary so that God could dwell with His people. Thousands of years later Christ promised the Holy 

Spirit as the Comforter who would be God’s representative among His people. The Holy Spirit equips us with various qualities that can help someone 
else experience God’s grace. 

God does need you.

God has given you unique gifts and talents, and the best way you can thank Him is to use those gifts to His glory in service to others. Reflect 
on the list of service projects that you started on Monday. Continue adding to the list and be prepared to share and discuss your ideas for possible 
service projects for Global Youth Day. Be creative!

1. Service project ideas for Global Youth Day:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Specific ways I can contribute:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. People in the community I would like to help on Global Youth Day:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Tomorrow, talk about a community service project with your Sabbath School class and plan together how you will carry out the project on 
Global Youth Day.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2 Timothy 1:6, 7 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
Acts 6:1-7 1 Timothy 3:1-13 
1 Corinthians 12:27, 28 Romans 1:11, 12
1 Timothy 4:11-14 Ephesians 4:11-16

Match the reference to the correct phrase. WEDNESDAY
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“Summer Camp Trip,” from p. 11

Another was groaning.
Finally, Jimmy was X-rayed 

and returned to the hallway, and 
then later a doctor had Jimmy 
stand up and take off his shirt, 
which was dry now but still 
smelling of orange pop. “Let 
out all your breath,” the doctor 
said; and when he did, several 
pieces of heavy white tape were 
wrapped around the right side 
of Jimmy’s chest and back.

That evening most of the boys 
gathered in one large room in 
the hospital. Some were miss-
ing. One boy was in surgery for 
abdominal injuries, and another 
was staying for the night with a 
broken leg. That boy had been 
thrown through the window 
in the crash, and the bus had 
landed on one of his legs. 

Jimmy’s mom came with 
Harold’s parents and sat beside 
Jimmy. Someone from the 
hospital spoke to the group and 
expressed how pleased they 
were with the calm behavior of 
each of the boys after the crash. 
Eight boys had serious injuries, 
including Jimmy with broken 
ribs, and all boys would need to 
stay home for 48 hours before 
deciding if they would make the 
trip again to summer camp.

Another bus was brought in 
to take the boys back to the city 
to meet their parents. Jimmy, 
Harold, and Mel, along with 
Jimmy’s mom, rode home with 

Harold’s parents.
“I never want to drink orange 

pop again!” Jimmy exclaimed.
They talked as they rode 

along in the night. “ We prayed 
to God for safety, and still the 
bus crashed. Did He answer our 
prayer?” 

“No one was killed.”
“Could it have been worse? 

Was a lesson learned?”
“ Was it God who kept us calm 

after the crash?”
Jimmy and many others had 

thoughts to sort out that night 
and during the days ahead. 

I know this is true because 
I was Jimmy. Even though the 
accident happened many years 
ago, I remember it as if it were 
yesterday. My faith in God and 
love for Him are stronger than 
ever.  

Answers: Storms Rebus, p. 3: a. friend in hospital. b. not 
feeling right. c. your dad is under the weather. d. feeling 
left out. Quick Quiz, p. 7: B. Special Delivery, p. 7: LITTLE, 
RULER, EVERLASTING, BETHLEHEM. (Micah 5:2). 
Solve It! p 13: Straw is used for bedding, hay is used for 
food, and a horse’s hooves should be cleaned regularly, 
not a “couple of times” each year. When challenged,  
Celia admitted that she’d never actually owned horses—
she was just trying to make friends by trying to impress 
them. Gabrielle and Reena forgave Celia. 
Bible Color Scavenger Hunt, p. 22: 1. Red 2. White 3. 
Blue 4. Purple 5. Gold 6. Green 7. Black.

“Did God answer 
our prayer?”
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power points® story

H osanna!”  “Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of 
the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the 

highest!” Shouts of joy filled the air 
as people covered the ground with 
garments and waved palm branches 
to welcome Jesus. Everyone was 
pondering whether this was the King 
who was going to deliver them from 
the Roman domination.

Jesus and His disciples had made 
the long journey to Jerusalem for 
the Passover feast. Pausing for a rest 
outside the city of Bethphage, He said 
to two of his disciples, “Go into the 
village opposite you, and immediate-
ly you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her. Loose them and bring 
them to Me” (Matthew 21:2).

Happy to do what Jesus asked, the 
disciples brought the donkeys, and 
placed their outer coats on the colt. 
It was Jewish custom for kings to 
ride on donkeys, as it was a symbol 
of honor. The disciples, along with 
the assembling crowd, remembered 

the words of the prophet Zechariah: 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, 
your King is coming to you, lowly, and 
sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
donkey’  ” (verse 5).  

As Jesus climbed on the donkey, a 
shout of triumph echoed through the 
crowd. The people were excited and 
joined the procession to Jerusalem. 
People who had never seen Jesus 
wondered about all the commotion 
and asked, “Who is this?” 

The crowd responded, “This is 
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of 
Galilee” (verses 10, 11). 

The priests back in Jerusalem 
said to each other in dismay, “Look, 
the whole world has gone after 
Him!” (John 12:19). Afraid that the 
crowd would declare Jesus king, a 
few of them came to Jesus and said, 
“Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 
Jesus simply responded, “I tell you 
that if these should keep silent, the 
stones would immediately cry out” 
(Luke 19:39, 40).  

Jesus’  
Big  

Entrance
Try to picture Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem.

powerpower  pointspoints®® storystory
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As the crowd came to Jerusalem, 
Jesus paused. The setting sun made 
the temple look almost as if it were 
glowing. It was a beautiful sight—the 
golden pillars, the white marble 
walls, the delicate workmanship 
catching the rays of sun, shining with 
the glory of heaven.  

While the people were taking in 
the scene, Jesus began to weep, but 
not tears of joy, or even from an 
appreciation of beauty. He wept 
because, in all of her splendor, 
Jerusalem—His beloved city— would 
reject the opportunity of salvation. 
“If you had known, even you,” He 
lamented, “especially in this your day, 
the things that make your peace! But 
now they are hidden from your eyes. 
For days will come upon you when 
your enemies will build an embank-
ment around you, surround you and 
close you in on every side, and level 
you, and your children within you, to 
the ground; and they will not leave in 
you one stone upon another, because 
you did not know the time of your 
visitation” (verses 42-44). 

The crowd, confused, looked at 
Jesus. They didn’t understand why 
their King was in agony during such 
a time of rejoicing. They didn’t see 
what Jesus saw. They, along with the 
disciples, thought that Jesus was 
coming to establish an earthly king-
dom. However, Jesus saw what they 
could not see. His kingdom was a 
kingdom of all believers—the church. 
Rather than a physical structure, it 
far surpassed any physical boundar-
ies, built up of those who believe in 
Jesus and live in harmony with His 

teachings. Its residents are from 
among “all nations, tribes, peoples, 
and tongues” (Revelation 7:9).

Later the disciples would remem-
ber that day and realize what Jesus 
was trying to tell them all along. Even 
the procession to Jerusalem was true 
to the simplicity and humility that 
characterized the earthly life of Jesus. 

Instead of outward show and cere-
mony, the people gave Him the gift of 
genuine, happy worship. Instead of 
costly gifts, they gave Him their outer 
garments and the branches of olive 
trees as a carpet. Instead of waving 
the flags of royalty, the people waved 
palm branches (the national symbol 
of victory). They greeted Him with 
loud, happy shouts of “Hosanna!” 
Many of the people whom Jesus had 
healed and blessed, the blind, dumb, 
crippled, widows, orphans, lepers, 
and even Lazarus, whom He had 
raised from the dead, were in the 
crowd. 

This was the kingdom Jesus 
wanted to establish. He welcomed 
those who were oppressed, outcast, 
and broken, and offered them rest for 
their souls (see Matthew 11:28, 29).

This is the church: a community 
of believers who delight to follow the 
example and teachings of their Savior 
in all they do (see Ephesians 5:23). 

This is the church: a community of 
faith with Jesus as the foundation 
and “chief cornerstone” (see 1 Corin-
thians 3:9-16; Ephesians 2:20).

This is the church: a global move-
ment of people called to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus and fill the whole 
world with the knowledge of God.Po
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juniorpowerpoints.org

J U N I O R  S A B B A T H  S C H O O L  L E S S O N

Key References: Matthew 21:1-11; 
The Desire of Ages, 

 pp. 569-579; The Bible Story 
(1994), vol. 9, pp. 33-38; 

Our Beliefs, nos. 12, 14, 11.

We share Jesus with 
others as we praise Him.

“Then the multitudes 
who went before and 

those who followed cried 
out, saying: ‘Hosanna 
to the Son of David! 
“Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the 
Lord!” Hosanna in the 

highest!’ ” 
(Matthew 21:9).

power points®

 DO   Do this week’s activity at 
juniorpowerpoints.org. To find the activity, 
click on the date for this week’s lesson 
and then click “Download PDF” in the 
upper-left corner. The activity will be on 
the last page of the PDF.

  READ  Study Matthew 21:7-11.

 LEARN  What does “hosanna” mean? 

  LIST  How did the owner of the donkey contribute to Jesus’ entrance in Jerusalem? List things you can 
share with others to help them experience God’s love to them.

  REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  Ask God to make you willing to share His love.

  READ  Study Zechariah 9:9.

   FIND  When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, it was a fulfillment of prophecy. In a Bible 
concordance, find other Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah.

   THINK  How was the people’s response to “Who is this?” (Matthew 21:10, 11) similar or different from 
Peter’s response to Jesus’  question  “Who Am I?” (Matthew 16:16).

   REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  Thank God for the prophecies about Jesus’ coming.

  READ  Study Psalm 8.

   DRAW  Draw a map/picture of Jesus’  triumphal entry.

   THINK  The people laid down their coats before Jesus. What things are you willing to make available 
for God to use as you reach out to others for Him? 

   SING  Sing your favorite song of praise.

   REVIEW  Review the power text.

 PRAY  Praise God and ask Him to help you share His joy with others.
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Lesson 10 
March 6, 2021

Lesson study for  
Feb. 27-Mar. 5

  READ  Read Matthew 21:1-6 and this week’s story “Jesus’ Big Entrance.”

  DRAW  Draw and decorate a tree branch and place it in your room to remind you of 
how the people welcomed Jesus at His big entrance in Jerusalem.

  REVIEW  Review the power text, Matthew 21:9.

   PRAY  Ask God to teach you how to best share with others the good news about Jesus.

  READ  Study Luke 19:37-40.

   THINK  Why were the people so eager to welcome Jesus as their king? Why are you waiting for Jesus 
to return? Do you love Jesus unconditionally, or are you expecting some kind of reward from Him?

   REVIEW  Review the power text.

  PRAY  Praise God for His awesome love.

 READ  With your family, read Revelation 14:7.

  THINK  What reason does this verse give for worshipping God?

   WRITE  On a banner or poster, write a praise (such as Hosanna!) of your very own that you can keep in 
your room as a reminder of God’s goodness to you.

    DISCUSS  Together, share ways you can encourage others to unite in praising God with joy.

    REPEAT  Say the power text by memory.
  PRAY  Thank God for the blessing we receive when we praise Him together for His goodness.
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JESUS ENTERS 
JERUSALEM IN 
TRIUMPH.

THE CROWD 
CELEBRATES 
THE MAN 
THEY’VE 
COME TO 
LOVE.

Hosanna 
to the Son 
of David!

Blessed is 
He who comes 
in the name of 

the Lord!

Glory to 
God in the 
highest!

Who is 
this?

It’s the 
prophet 

Jesus from 
Nazareth!

MORE 
NEXT 
WEEK!

Lesson 10:  February 27-March 5, 2021
Written by Tompaul Wheeler + Illustrated by Mariano Santillan

BIBLE
SKETCHES
A Visual Introduction to the
Sabbath School Lesson

To read or listen to this week’s Sabbath School lesson, go to juniorpowerpoints.org, or use your Bible study guide.



She Runs the World 

A 70-year-old woman once completed seven marathons in seven days, 

across all seven continents. The following year, after the discovery of a 

new continent, she completed eight marathons on eight continents in 

a little more than eight days.   —runnersworld.com

One Cracked Egg There’s about a 1 in 1,000 chance that the next egg you crack open will be double-yolked.   —howstuffworks.com

Cover Your Mouth! About 3,000 droplets are expelled in a single cough, and some of them fly out of the mouth at speeds of up to 50 miles per hour!   —livescience.com

Interstellar Birthday Pluto hasn’t had a birthday since 
its discovery! Pluto was discovered 
on February 18, 1930. The dwarf planet takes 248 Earth years to complete one rotation around the sun. This places Pluto’s first birthday since its discovery in the 

year 2178!   —bestlifeonline.com
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